
           February 16, 2023 

 

Curry County Planning Division  

94235 Moore St., Suite 113  

Gold Beach, OR 97444  

 

Director Crockett, 

I am opposed to the RV Park at Arizona Beach. 

I think this project as it is presented is Way to much for that property to handle and will degrade the 

experience and environment of Our State Park. 

The old motel was a mistake with a history of sewage issues. There is still a creek and a bog within feet 

of it. This makes the water table near the surface. Pumping large amounts of sewage up the hill behind 

the motel doesn't keep it from running back down to the water table into the creek and ground water in 

the State Park. 

The site is prone to seasonal flooding and is in a tsunami zone.  It should have never been commercial 

zoned. 

It is unclear in the proposal if these are temporary or long term residences, 

or will be in the future. 

Arizona Beach State Park is a Gem.  I live nearby and visit it often. 

The Beach is beautiful and the wildlife extraordinary. It's stream is an Outdoor Classroom for our 

elementary school. The Kids Only fishing pond and limited traffic make this a great Park for the next 

generation. Let's keep it that way. 

 

Vote No don't approve this plan. 

Let's not make same mistake again. 

 

 

Ps: There's a Beautiful campground 

just down the road at Humbug State Park. 

 

Thank You for reading this. 

John Peterson 

I Vote. 

 

38070 Pacific Highlands Drive 

Port Orford, OR 97465 

913.269.7278 
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To: Planning Director Crockett and the Curry County Planning Commission 
Re: AD-2228, RV Park at Arizona Beach 
Date: February 16, 2023 
 
Dear Director Crockett and Curry County Planning Commission members: 
 
I am writing on behalf of the Kalmiopsis Audubon Society. Our group has more than 400 
members in Curry County who are concerned about conserving habitat for birds, fish, and 
wildlife so we ask you to please consider our comments regarding the proposed RV park at 
Arizona Beach.  
 
Lighting 
We appreciate that Director Crockett has added a condition related to lighting for this proposed 
facility. Because of the proximity of this land to Arizona Beach State Park (known for its dark 
skies) and also to established elk habitat and wetlands, we urge you to make the condition 
more specific to ensure that the goal of minimizing impacts to the night sky and to adjacent 
properties are truly attained.  
 
The County’s proposed condition reads as follows: 
4. Control lighting in the RV Park to minimize impacts to the night sky and adjacent properties. 

We urge the Planning Commission to include the following: 
4. Control lighting in the RV Park to minimize impacts to the night sky and adjacent properties 
by making sure fixtures are fully shielded, that lights are no brighter than needed for their 
purpose, and that color temperature of lights does not exceed 2700k.  
 
Through our work in developing a lighting ordinance in Port Orford, we’ve become aware that 
the current trend is to simply install the brightest LED lights possible because they are now less 
expensive than traditional lights. Many people are under the false impression that by installing 
LED lights they are meeting dark sky/ energy saving requirements. This could not be farther 
from the truth.  
 
LED lights are much brighter and much BLUER on the light temperature spectrum than 
traditional incandescent lights. It used to be we could simply talk about wattage, but now it’s 
important to consider lumens and color light temperature to ensure that lights are not too 



bright and “warm” in color temperature to avoid health and environmental impacts to people 
and to wildlife. The reason we request a specific color temperature is to help minimize impacts 
of blue light to wildlife. While 3,000k has been considered an OK color for urban use, it’s 
become clear in recent years that these lights are still too blue, and so 2700k would be a far 
better fit for the rural setting of this park next to Arizona Beach State Park.  
 
We urge the project proponent to learn more by consulting with the International Dark Sky 
Association website (https://www.darksky.org/.), which includes useful information about 
lighting fixtures (https://www.darksky.org/our-work/lighting/lighting-for-citizens/lighting-
basics/) We believe installing the proper lighting will not only help to conserve the night sky and 
reduce impacts on wildlife but will also result in a better experience for park visitors.  
 
Septic concerns 
Neighbors have raised important concerns about the chronically failing septic system for this 
property owing to a high-water table. It’s not clear from the proponent’s application or the staff 
report how a new septic system will address these longstanding concerns. We urge you to 
require DEQ review of the septic system before approval to ensure that there will be no 
contamination of Myrtle Creek and associated wetlands.   
 
Storm Water runoff concerns 
We appreciate that the project proponent has proposed and engineered bioswale/ ditch to 
intercept stormwater runoff to reduce impacts to water quality in Myrtle Creek. Not far 
downstream of the proposed project, Myrtle Creek flows into Mussel Creek, which provides 
spawning and rearing habitat for threatened SONCC coho salmon. This makes protecting water 
quality and reducing erosion and sedimentation in Myrtle Creek especially important. We urge 
the project proponent and engineer to consult with Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife to 
ensure that the water quality goals are met to protect habitat.  
 
Thank you for considering our comments.  
 
Sincerely,  

 
 
Ann Vileisis, President, Kalmiopsis Audubon Society 
 
 
 



Curry County Planning Division 

Gold Beach, Oregon 

February 15, 2023 

Re: Conditional Use Application AD-2228 

 

 

Director Crockett, 

I am addressing you as a Curry county property owner and future resident, to express several concerns I 

have regarding Conditional Use Application AD-2228.  

The proposed 31 space RV Park would be situated in the middle of a known wildlife corridor, one that is 

very important for the elk and many other species of wildlife, providing food, water, and cover, as well 

as safe passage between habitats.  An RV park situated in this corridor would completely disrupt and 

probably destroy this valuable  resource.  

Arizona Beach State Park is right next door, such a beautiful beach and recreation area that would also 

be greatly impacted by having 31 RVs and all the traffic, people, dogs, waste, trash, and noise and light 

pollution that  comes with it.  

There is also an historical problem with septic system failures on this site.   This should be a concern for 

many reasons including the possible contamination of the wetland and riparian areas that adjoin the 

proposed RV site. 

I am also concerned that situating an RV park in a tsunami hazard zone  and near by an active slide area 

could cause major difficulties in case of an emergency evacuation order.  

In my estimation, the costs of this proposal in terms of environmental impact and loss of unsurpassed 

natural beauty, as well as risks and impacts to all species -including humans, greatly outweigh any 

potential benefits, making it completely untenable. 

Thank you for the opportunity to voice my concerns. Sincerely, 

Judy O’Day    

Margaret Miller  


